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European Union 

 EuropeAid has a dedicated program to fight falsified medicines in African, Caribbean 
and Pacific countries. The European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines and 
Healthcare regulates and controls the quality of medicines within European borders.   

France 

 The AFD includes the fight against falsified medicines in one of its Health Strategy1 
goals. Specifically, it addresses it as a target to “enhance the offer of Health goods and 
services”. Moreover, in 2012 Proparco (a financial development institution, part of the 
AFD) has acquired a stake of Indian pharmaceutical company Strides for more than 12 
million USD in order to help it broaden access to quality medicines in the African 
market.  

Germany 

 Although Germany has no specific strategy on the issue of falsified medicines, it has 
addressed it and continues to do so through a number of Governmental Institutions, 
such as the Minister of Education and Research and the Minister of Health. Also, the 
charity organization GPHF, funded by the pharmaceutical company Merck, carries on 
projects with a number of institutional partners in developing countries to identify 
falsified medicines on the market. Very active on this issue is also the University of 
Würzburg, which has already hosted three international conferences on the fight 
against counterfeit medicines and will host the fourth in May 2014.   

Switzerland 

 Switzerland addresses the falsified medicines issue in its Health Foreign Policy, 
including the fight against counterfeit and illicit drugs into the main objectives, along 
with the adoption at the international level of its fourfold drug policy. Switzerland has 
also helped to design the WHO Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, 
Innovation and Intellectual Property, in 2011. 

U.K. 

 DfID includes the fight against falsified medicines in its struggle to meet the MDG 
target of providing access to affordable medicines in developing countries. To do so, it 
is implementing a number of projects, such as the Global Medicines Regulatory 
Harmonisation Initiative and the Medicines Transparency Alliance. Internally, the 
U.K. fights falsified medicines through the MHRA, the center of the Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency. The agency is currently implementing the 
2012-2015 Falsified Medical Products Strategy, and it is the only European Drug 
Regulatory Authority that has its own dedicated Unit responsible for criminal 
investigations. 

 

 

                                                        
1 This link is only available in French 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/multimedia/videos/right-to-health/index_en.htm
http://www.edqm.eu/en/Counterfeit-Medicines-Similar-Crimes-free-publications-1587.html?mbID=170
http://www.edqm.eu/en/Counterfeit-Medicines-Similar-Crimes-free-publications-1587.html?mbID=170
http://www.afd.fr/home/projets_afd/sante-health/objectifs-sante/renforcer-systemes-sante
http://www.proparco.fr/Accueil_PROPARCO
http://www.proparco.fr/lang/en/Accueil_PROPARCO/Publications-Proparco/News_PROPARCO?actuCtnId=83485
http://www.bmbf.de/en/15034.php?hilite=counterfeit+medicines
http://www.bmg.bund.de/ministerium/english-version/ministry/international-co-operation/global-health-policy.html
http://www.gphf.org/web/en/gphf/partner.htm
http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/ueber/university/
http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/ueber/university/
http://www.gmp-compliance.org/daten/seminarpdf/ECA_Counterfeit_2014.pdf
http://www.bag.admin.ch/themen/internationales/13102/index.html?lang=en
http://www.bag.admin.ch/themen/drogen/00042/00624/index.html?lang=en
http://www.sdc.admin.ch/en/Home/Themes/Health/Health_systems_and_sanitation
http://www.sdc.admin.ch/en/Home/Themes/Health/Health_systems_and_sanitation
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-203013/
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-203013/
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-202779/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Aboutus/index.htm
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/groups/ei/documents/websiteresources/con149816.pdf
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U.S.  

 USAID has been working with U.S. Pharmacopeia since 1992, to help developing 
countries address critical issues related to poor quality medicines and their appropriate 
use. In 2009 USAID has awarded USP a five year, 35 million USD agreement to 
establish a new program: PQM, Promoting the Quality of Medicines. Jointly, USAID 
and USP have worked in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe to fight against 
falsified medicines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usp.org/global-health-impact-programs/promoting-quality-medicines-pqmusaid
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